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This is the official opinion of the Marine 
that Oswald was a "poor" shot. 


the source of the ammunition. Oswald was never connected with either 
the ammunition or the clip in which it was contained. T he clin did 

hul 1 e?T, “i th the ri 5 1 !* J he emptT cartl,id S e oa3e s from which the 
buliets were presumed to have been fired and the live cartridge had 

i t b ??“ in r ifle on a previous occasion and/or in another uni. 

investl^'Lf’n ignored rifle. Mysteriously, the police suspended their 
O^I»i5 iS Th Of the source of the ammunition without tracing it to 
Oswald, l he police also swore to contradictory and conflicting state 
ments about what they did with the empty shells. 8 State ' 

n„t^s°c eth ?J e33 ’ the Report concludes that Oswald had the skill re 

wSnon Wha^tt 3 ^ 331 "^ 1 ? 11 and tUat fche rlfle waa the assassination 
weapon. What it does not ignore about the -ammunition it is satisfied 

«°m.A^ e n™ le ^® TOn in the presence of contrary evidence. It also pre- 
0aHa J; d 3 P° sse3s lon of the rifle and ammunition and, on the 

who 1 co^itt:d e mCdeT Pti0nS, C ° n ° lude3 that 0swald Has «* marksman 


For Course "A", as shown above, qualification scores were as 
loiiov/s ; 

EXPERT -220; SHARPSHOOTER -210; MARKSMAN -190 
For the Course marked "B", the qualification is: 

EXPERT -225; SHARPSHOOTER -215; MARKSMAN -190 

Regarding a comparison of the Marine Corps' requirements 
with those of the other services, it is believed that the 
requirements of the other services can be best obtained by 
/ from those services. Enclosed, however, are 
copies of Marine Corps regulations describing the several 
narksmanship courses. These were effective at the time 
Oswald was on active duty in the Marine Corps. 

of e rb^ r in!f Coi l?? considers that any reasonable application 
of the instructions given to Marines should permit them to 
become quaiified at least as a marksman. To become qualified 
as a sharpshooter, the Marine Corps is of the opinion that 1 
W ,,JM ' 1 f r i 1 ? e ? with a reasonable amount of adaptability >o 

marksman Quali^onti eC0,?e H-‘ O c 5 ualified - Consequently, “a low 
ci 1 * 311 -- 1 ication indicates a rather poor " 3 hot" and a 
sharpshooter qualification indicates a fairly good » s ho£" 
x ■ ust the foregoing will serve the purpose'of your inquiry. 

T . A. G. FOLSOM, JK. 

Lieutenant Colonel U. 3. Marino Corps 
Head, records Branch, Personnel Department 
By direction of the Commandant of the Marine "or 
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(1) Copies of MARC OR Regs 
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